
Lac Megantic: Commons committee to probe rail 
safety practices 
NDP wants MPs to take an urgent look at rail safety rules in the wake of the Quebec disaster. 
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OTTAWA—The Commons transport committee on Tuesday will begin examining rail safety 
practices after the NDP pressed MPs to respond urgently to the disaster in Lac-Mégantic, 
Que. 
 
NDP transport critic Olivia Chow wants the committee to hold unusual summer hearings to 
probe what she calls “massive deficiencies” in Transport Canada’s efforts to protect 
Canadians from the risks of trains carrying dangerous goods. 

Chow said the committee should question senior Transport Canada officials, Auditor General 
Michael Ferguson and Conservative MP Lisa Raitt, who was named transport minister in last 
week’s cabinet shuffle. 

“I would love to have the new minister come and tell us what her plan is” on rail safety, Chow 
told the Star. 

Chow wants to examine why Transport Canada has not implemented all the 
recommendations on improving rail safety from a 2011 auditor general’s report. And she says 
federal authorities have ignored calls for better safety measures from the federal 
Transportation Safety Board. 
 
“The (transport) department’s inactivity is undermining rail safety as key measures like 
automatic braking systems, voice and video recorders as well as improved tanker car designs 
have not been implemented,” Chow said in a letter to the clerk of the transport committee 
urging MPs to immediately hold hearings on the July 6 accident in Quebec. 

The committee meeting comes as the federal government has made $60 million available to 
aid in the recovery and reconstruction of Lac-Mégantic. 

Christian Paradis, the International Development Minister and local MP, made the 
announcement during a stop in the town on Monday. 

The money includes $25 million that will be transferred to the provincial government in 
the coming days to help with immediate efforts to provide shelter and deal with urgent 
needs as well as to pay for the massive search and cleanup efforts.SurvivSpanish train 
disaster 

Another $35 million will be available in the coming weeks to kick-start the rebuilding and 
redevelopment work in the rural town of 6,000 people that has lost businesses, homes and a 
rail line that is an important link for local industries. 

The runaway train carrying crude oil derailed and exploded in Lac Mégantic. Police have said 
42 people died and another five are missing and believed dead. 

Conservative MP Larry Miller (Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound), chair of the transport 
committee, had brushed aside calls for an emergency meeting of the committee. He said MPs 



should hold off on their examination of rail safety until investigations of the cause of the Lac-
Mégantic incident are finished. 
But the Transportation Safety Board called Friday for an urgent review of rail safety practices 
before the Lac-Mégantic investigation, which may take months, winds up. 

The board wants federal officials to quickly review how railways determine how much 
braking power is needed to keep parked trains in place and why trains carrying dangerous 
goods are allowed to be left unattended on main railway lines. 

On Tuesday, the MPs on the transport committee are expected to discuss which witnesses to 
call for testimony and when meetings will be held. 

Miller was not available for comment Monday. 

 


