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MONTREAL - One person is confirmed dead, and dozens are missing, after a train carrying crude oil 
derailed and exploded early Saturday morning in Lac-Megantic, Que. 
 

Lt. Michel Brunet said "several people" were missing, but refused to provide a number. Dozens of people, 
however, told QMI Agency that family members were missing. 

A conductor-less, 73-wagon train carrying hundreds of tons of crude oil, derailed by the 6,000-person town 
about 250 km east of Montreal, forcing 1,000 people from their homes and spilling oil into the Chaudiere 
River. 

The flames from the explosions destroyed part of the village's downtown core. It took firefighters over 12 
hours to control the flames. 

Police said one person was reported injured. 

The train is owned by Montreal Maine and Atlantic Railway, a U.S.-based company that specializes in 
transporting chemical products and crude oil. 

QMI Agency learned that the train's operators exited the locomotive around 11:30 p.m. Friday and the train 
was supposed to remain immobile. The train left from Western Canada and was transporting crude to Irving 
refineries in eastern Quebec. 

"The train got loose. Somehow, it got loose," MMA's vice-president Joseph McGonigle told QMI Agency on 
Saturday. He confirmed that there were no railways staff on board when it derailed and exploded. 

Quebec Premier Pauline Marois urged people "not to pass judgement" until police have completed their 
investigation, and said she will wait for a Transportation Safety Board assessment before considering any 
policy changes regarding the transport of dangerous substances. 

About 150 firefighters were at the scene Saturday, some of whom were called in from neighbouring 
municipalities as well as from the U.S. 

The town's residents took to social media Saturday morning to locate family members, and a Facebook 
page was created to help citizens find those still missing. 



"Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families and friends of those affected by this morning's tragic train 
derailment and subsequent fires in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec," said Prime Minister Stephen Harper. "The 
people of Lac-Mégantic and surrounding areas can rest assured that our government is monitoring the 
situation and we stand by ready to provide any assistance requested by the province." 

NDP Leader Thomas Mulcair, who was in Montreal Saturday morning, blamed the Tories for the tragedy. 

"The significant increase in the transportation of dangerous products by trains was not followed by increase 
in inspections and regulations, but instead was followed by cuts for inspections, by the Conservatives," he 
said. 

The Tories denied the cuts and claimed that since 2007, train derailments have gone down by 26%. 

"Now is not the time to focus on partisan politics. Right now we need to focus on ensuring the safety and 
security of those in Lac-Megantic," said Mike Winterburn, spokesman for Transport Minister Denis Lebel. 

 


