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LAC-MÉGANTIC — It its daily information briefing Tuesday afternoon, the Sureté du Québec 

announced it has found the remains of one more person in the rubble of the Lac-Mégantic 

train derailment, to bring the total of confirmed dead to 38. 

A spokesperson for the coroner's office announced that investigators have identified one 

more victim, bringing the total of identified victims to 12. 

The total number of presumed victims remains at 50. 

About 50 officers have been tasked with the job of sifting through the wreckage downtown for 

human remains, according to Sûreté du Québec spokesperson Michel Forget. 

Their work, he said, begins shortly before sunrise and ends only at dusk. Temperatures in 

the blast site, or Red Zone, exceed 50 degrees Celsius and working conditions amid the 

wreckage are dangerous. 

Two officers were sidelined with injury on Sunday — one caught heat stroke and the other 

suffered burns to an eye after being exposed to chemical irritants on site. 

A crew of 12 workers is draining the crude oil that remains in the dozens of overturned 

tankers that line the Red Zone. They’re also decontaminating the soil from downtown, which 

has made the air hazardous and continues to pose a challenge for the firefighters and police 

working in the area. 

The crew was hired by Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, the company that owned and 

operated the freight train that derailed. They’re working under close police supervision, 

Forget said. 

Geneviève Guilbault, of the Quebec coroner’s office, said identifying the victims is only the 

first step in the long process of returning victims’ bodies to their families. Autopsies must also 

be performed and the cause of death has to be determined before a death certificate can be 

issued. 

The coroner’s office will be in touch with the families in the coming days, providing them with 

information on how to retrieve the remains of their loved ones. 



“It’s a long, difficult process for the families,” Guilbeault said. “We plan to support the families 

throughout this time.” 

Monday evening, work on the remaining MMA tankers in neighbouring Nantes, 11 kilometres 

outside of Lac-Mégantic, proceeded as Transport Canada was issued a warrant to 

investigate the cargo. 

Approximately a dozen workers surveyed the nine cars, at points climbing on top of them. 

Transport Canada spokesperson Josianne Martel confirmed that an investigation along 

Quebec Highway 161 was underway, to determine if rules and regulations of the Road and 

Safety Act, as well as the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act, had been followed. 

Non-compliance with these rules, she said, could result in criminal prosecution. 

 


