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It's not urgent to review a critical audit exposing weaknesses in Transport Canada's oversight of the 
transportation of dangerous goods because there's no proof the report is relevant in the wake of the Lac-
Mégantic train disaster, the Conservative chairman of the House of Commons transport committee said on 
Friday. 

Larry Miller, an Ontario MP, made the comments in response to an informal request from NDP transport 
critic Olivia Chow to hold emergency hearings on rail safety in light of the tragedy that has claimed dozens of 
lives after a runaway train carrying oil derailed, crashed and exploded in a small Quebec town last Saturday. 

Miller told Postmedia News that he believed parliamentary hearings could eventually look at the warnings 
emerging from various reports and watchdogs, but that their review would be more effective after learning 
the results of ongoing investigations into the causes of the crash. 

"Obviously, it's our job in government to make sure that all modes of transportation are done safely," Miller 
said in an interview. "But is there an urgency, just because of this derailment? Again the answer to that is 
no. ... In order to have a meeting or conduct something, you need a subject and right now we don't have a 
subject." 

Miller said hearings could also eventually help guide new recommendations for regulations or legislation. 
Chow said Friday that the committee should meet to study implementation of the 

past safety recommendations made by former federal environment commissioner Scott Vaughan as well as 
the Transportation Safety Board. She has drafted a letter requesting the special hearings, which she said 
would be sending in a few days. 

The critical audit, released by Vaughan in December 2011, highlighted numerous weaknesses in Transport 
Canada's oversight of the transportation of dangerous goods in all modes, including rail, roads, air and 
shipments on water, that put public safety at risk because of poor enforcement and followup actions. It also 
highlighted that none of the problems were new, having been identified in internal reviews at the department, 
five years earlier. 

But the audit convinced Transport Canada to make several improvements to its oversight, which it has failed 
to completely fulfil on schedule. Transport Minister Denis Lebel noted that the tragedy is under investigation 
by police and the Transportation Safety Board. 

"Railway safety regulations 

exist to ensure the safety and protection of the public," he told Postmedia News in a statement. "If these 
regulations were not followed, we will not hesitate to take whatever course of action is available to us." 

But Miller, who took over as chair of the transport committee last fall, and opposition MPs were unable to 
explain why they never held hearings to study Vaughan's audit, which also looked at enforcement actions 
and oversight of industry by Environment Canada and the National Energy Board. The entire audit received 
about one hour of review in December 2011 at the House of Commons environment committee with 
Conservative MPs, including Michelle Rempel, Stephen Woodworth and Stella Ambler, asking Vaughan to 
answer questions about positive aspects of his report. 

Ambler, an Ontario MP, said at the time she had a "concern" about Vaughan's "failure to give due weight to 
the many accomplishments" of Environment Canada's enforcement branch. 

 


