
Mayors want a voice in rail safety discussions 
 

Andrea Hill 
Published: July 29, 2013, 5:13 pm     Canada.com 

Canada’s mayors are calling on the federal government to make rail transportation safer and 

to include municipal leaders in future discussions about rail safety. 

Ten city leaders from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities took part in a teleconference 

Monday to discuss how communities can ensure safe movement of trains through their 

neighbourhoods. 

“This is a domain of federal responsibility, but railroads are covering the whole country and 

are going through all our municipalities,” said the mayor of Bromont, Que.,  Pauline Quinlan, 

who co-chairs the federation’s new rail safety working group. “We have the ability to ensure 

more safety by working together.” 

In its inaugural meeting, the working group laid out three guiding principles for its future 

discussions: to ensure rail transportation safety is a national priority, to press government to 

act on recommendations made by the Transportation Safety Board following rail disasters 

and to establish a federal-municipal partnership to address rail safety concerns. 

Quinlan said most mayors know very little about the dangerous goods moving through their 

neighbourhoods and  this needs to be changed. 

“Whenever there is a problem, it’s our firemen and our first responders who intervene,” she 

points out. 

She said mayors want to know the nature of goods being moved through their jurisdictions, 

how safety protocols are being followed by railways and whether rail equipment and 

infrastructure holds up to appropriate safety regulations. Quinlan said more communication 

between the federal and municipal governments on this front will allow communities to 

develop emergency response plans for worst-case scenarios like the Lac-Megantic train 

derailment that killed dozens earlier this month when the runaway locomotive crashed into 

the centre of the Quebec town. 

It’s a point that resonates with Olivia Chow, NDP transport critic and vice-chair of the House 

of Common’s transport committee. 



“Municipalities should be able to find out what dangerous goods are being shipped into their 

neighbourhoods,” she said, adding that this should be a simple step for the government to 

take. 

Chow said the priorities coming out of the working group meeting are “bang on” and that the 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities should be included in federal discussions and 

consultations involving railway safety protocols. 

It’s a process that could start as early as this week when the president of the Federation of 

Canadian Municipalities meets with Transport Minister Lisa Raitt to discuss how a federal-

municipal partnership on rail safety could work. 

Raitt could not be reached for comment but a statement emailed from her office said the 

minister is “committed to working with any party on promoting rail safety.” 
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