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John van Dongen, the former B.C. Liberal MLA who now sits as an independent, has 
asked B.C.'s conflict-of-interest commissioner to determine whether Premier Christy 
Clark broke the law in 2003 during her government's privatization of BC Rail. 

"I have reasonable and probable grounds to believe that Christy Clark contravened the 
Member's Conflict of Interest Act," van Dongen wrote last month in an extraordinary 23-
page letter to B.C.'s conflict commissioner, Paul Fraser. 

Along with the letter, van Dongen has also compiled a 49-tab binder filled with publicly 
available information he says supports the need for a comprehensive investigation. 

Van Dongen submitted his detailed complaint to Fraser on Oct. 18, and released the full 
package to the media on Wednesday. 

Contained in those documents, van Dongen said, are reasonable grounds to show that 
while Clark was deputy premier and education minister in 2003, she participated in 
cabinet meetings on the BC Rail issue while she was also in a position of conflict. 

Clark declared a conflict at some key moments during the BC Rail issue in 2003, 
including during one cabinet meeting in November of that year, and then again during a 
December vote in the Legislature of a bill that enabled the sale of BC Rail to CN Rail. 

"Today I received advice from the conflict commissioner," Clark told the Legislature on 
Dec. 2, 2003, the day of that vote. "He advised that out of an abundance of caution, I 
should absent myself from any consideration of this bill. I have done that, and I have 
previously absented myself from cabinet discussions on this matter." 

At the time, Clark told reporters that her then husband, Mark Marissen, had done some 
consulting work for the company that shepherded the bidding process, but added the 
work he did was not directly related to the BC Rail transaction. 

Clark's brother, Bruce Clark, also worked as a consultant to the Washington Marine 
Group, one of the bidders on BC Rail's Roberts Bank spur line. That connection was not 
raised by Christy Clark at the time. 

Van Dongen's binder does not contain conclusive evidence of a breach of the act, nor 
does he explicitly outline the exact nature of Clark's conflict. But he does cite court 
transcripts, RCMP wiretaps and media reports, saying they provide conclusive enough 
evidence to support the need for a full investigation. 



"As a sitting member, I am asking the commissioner to do a thorough, fair, lawful, 
comprehensive investigation that answers the questions about the conduct of an 
individual member, which is both my right and my duty to ask, in my view," he said in an 
interview. 

On Wednesday, Premier Christy Clark said that she will "absolutely co-operate with 
anything the (conflict) commissioner asks." 

"I have always, always conducted myself with an absolute abundance of caution, 
absolutely honourably," she told reporters in a brief comment. 

The commissioner's office confirmed Wednesday it had received the package from van 
Dongen, but would not comment on what, if anything, it plans to do in response. 

Under the act, Fraser has the power to determine how to proceed. 

If he finds insufficient grounds, he can reject the request . Or, if he found a prima facie 
case for a violation of the act, he could order a full-blown inquiry, with powers to 
summon witnesses, take testimony under oath and compel the production of documents 
and records. 

If he were to find a breach of the act, he has the power to recommend penalties, ranging 
from a reprimand, a suspension, a fine not exceeding $5,000 or the outright vacating of 
the member's seat. 

  
 


