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Pipeline stories about leaks, accidents or opposition to new routes are often front-page 
news and the companies involved say it's time some other facts were added to the debate. 

The Canadian Energy Pipeline Association (CEPA) launched a Canada-wide information 
campaign on Friday, with television and print ads and a website, 
www.aboutpipelines.com. 

"It has been a tough time and when there is little context, any individual incident looks 
like something out of the blue," Brenda Kenny, chief executive of CEPA said in an 
interview. "I hope the small spills inside pump stations will be put into perspective." 

In 2011 there were six significant pipeline incidents in Canada, involving either a release 
of more than 50 barrels, a fire, a death or serious injury, or an event that impeded the 
operation of a pipeline. The year before there were just two such incidents and none at all 
in 2004. Over the past decade, the range has been between zero and six incidents per year 
related to the 110,000 kilometres of pipelines operated by CEPA members. There are an 
estimated 825,000 kilometres of pipelines in Canada, which include gathering, 
transmission and distribution lines. 

Also in 2011, there were 1,023 accidents on Canada's railroads and 322 marine accidents 
reported to the Transportation Safety Board. 

"What we are providing is information for people who want to learn more. With our 
website we are able to respond to the questions we are getting," said Kenny. 

The site features a fact book, plus easy-to-understand pages on issues such as pipeline 
corrosion, diluted bitumen, emergency response and CEPA's new pipeline integrity 
management system. 

"Pipeline infrastructure is all about public interest, which is why it is regulated the way it 
is, with its permits and approval systems," she said. 

"Aside from the fact it is a commercial undertaking, pipelines are first and foremost a 
public interest undertaking. And we have to do that safely and meet the energy needs of 
Canadians." 

And in light of the recent interest in railways carrying more oil, CEPA points out that 
about three million barrels of crude oil are moved by transmission pipelines in Canada 



every day - the equivalent of 200 Olympic-sized swimming pools. Given that a tanker car 
carries about 600 barrels of crude oil or other petroleum products, moving three million 
barrels a day would require a train 75 kilometres long. 

dcooper@edmontonjournal.com 

 


