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City  officials  to  meet  with  Imperial  Oil  over

chemical release
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Imperial Oil officials will sit down with first responders Thursday to discuss communication problems that followed

a chemical release at the Sarnia refinery Feb. 24.

City police were flooded with calls from schools and day-care centres asking if staff and children should take

shelter that day. And neighbouring companies sent their employees to voluntary shelters, despite assurances

from Imperial there were no off-site impacts.

Alarms sounded at the plant at 10 a.m. following a partial power outage, chemical plant manager Paul Sabatini

and refinery manager Peter Vendenborne said in a letter to The Observer on Tuesday.

The power failure was the result of human error and preventive maintenance at an electrical substation, resulting

in a release of hydrocarbons to the air and a leak of diesel fuel to the ground, they said.

One worker received first aid treatment and several others were evaluated as a precaution.

"The company wishes to clarify to the Sarnia community the events that occurred and to apologize for any

inconvenience that may have been caused," the letter states.

Imperial  officials  are  meeting  with  Sarnia's  primary  control  group,  comprised  of  police,  fire  and  emergency

response planners, to review the incident and discuss possible improvements,

City emergency coordinator Cal Gardner said the incident highlighted the need for prompt communication with

the community.

"It sends mixed messages to the public," Gardner said of the confusion that day. "I hope this review on Thursday

gets to the bottom of that."

The review will consider whether Imperial should have issued a Code 6, requesting police to close roads near

the plant.  The company issued a Code 8,  which is an information notice to neighbour companies and first

responders.

"We had some folks who thought, was that the right code, should it have been a higher code?" Gardner asked.

"To be honest, we won't know that until we do the review."

Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley said the message to industry has to be clear.

"If there is a visible off-site impact, whether it's emergency vehicles, flaring, or anything else, there needs to be

as much communication as possible."

Bradley said the public has to be informed during an industrial mishap.

"The fact is, we tell people to turn to the media for information, but it took more than an hour before (they) had

any," he said. "That's the issue. ... You realize that the primary focus has to be dealing with the emergency. But

part of dealing with the emergency is communicating with the community."

Neighbouring companies such as Nova Chemicals and Lanxess, which sheltered voluntarily, are also invited to

Thursday's meeting, Bradley said.
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