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Agreement provides for $12M Westville cleanup
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INDIANAPOLIS — The cleanup of contaminated soil and groundwater at a former oil-reprocessing operation

in La Porte County will be funded by 13 companies who have reached a $12 million settlement over the
pollution, under an agreement announced today by Indiana Attorney General Greg Zoeller, the Indiana

Department of Environmental Management and federal officials.

The consent agreement filed in federal court Dec. 22 resolves state environmental claims involving the

former Cam-Or industrial property on Ind. 2 in Westville that was named a Superfund site in 1987 by the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

“This agreement helps resolve a lingering environmental impediment to future economic development and

hopefully jobs for the La Porte and Porter county areas,” Zoeller said.

The Indiana Attorney General’s Office represented IDEM in the settlement negotiations with the group of

companies, EPA Region 5 in Chicago and the U.S. Department of Justice.

Waste oil from service stations, industrial facilities, railroad yards, and pipelines was reprocessed at Cam-Or

for use in automotive and industrial lubricating oil blends.

 Originally owned by Westville Oil, the facility operated as a refinery for reprocessing waste oil starting in

1934. From the 1950s to 1978, waste oil discarded at the facility was stored in lagoons that lacked linings,
and thus contaminants leached into the soil and groundwater. Cam-Or Inc. purchased Westville Oil in 1976

and operated the refinery until 1987, when it shut down the facility in response to EPA and IDEM

requirements for closing the oil lagoons. An initial cleanup took place in 1987.

EPA brought legal action in 1987 and issued an administrative order in 1989 against several companies that

were Cam-Or customers and generated the waste oil, and required them to undertake cleanup actions.

Due to contamination, the 15-acre Cam-Or property in March 1998 was also added to EPA’s Superfund

National Priorities List.

Under the consent agreement, the settling companies agree to establish and maintain a $12 million

performance guarantee to complete an engineering design and conduct cleanup at the site.
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