
  
  

Via Rail mourns as investigators hunt for 
answers  

Derailment killed three engineers  

By Natalie Stechyson, Postmedia News February 28, 2012   

Standing near the wreck of one of his passenger trains, the head of Via Rail on Monday 
pledged to do what he could to help investigators get to the bottom of a devastating week-
end derailment that killed three of his engineers and injured dozens of passengers. 

"I never, in 30 years of service in the industry, lost an employee so far. So it was a tragic 
accident," president and CEO Marc Laliberte told reporters in Burlington, Ont. 

"It's very sad, and we're all behind the families." 

Passenger train 92 derailed on a straight track in good weather Sun-day afternoon near 
Burlington, about 60 kilometres southwest of Toronto. Three Via Rail employees - two 
senior locomotive engineers and a trainee - were killed when the locomotive and five cars 
jumped the tracks as the train switched from one track to another, an everyday procedure 
akin to changing lanes on a highway. 

Emergency crews were not able to extract the bodies until 8 p.m., nearly five hours after 
the crash. 

The accident seriously injured three passengers - they and 42 others were taken to 
hospital, where eight remained on Monday afternoon. The three most seriously injured 
suffered a broken leg, a back injury and a heart attack. One passenger reportedly was 
ejected from the train through a broken window. 

On Monday, Via Rail identified the engineers who died as Ken Simmonds, 56, Peter 
Snarr, 52, and Pat-rick Robinson, 40. The three were pronounced dead on the scene. 

Simmonds, from Toronto, leaves behind a wife and one daughter. He joined Via as a 
locomotive engineer in 2007 and started his career with CN in 1979. 

Snarr, also from Toronto, leaves behind a wife and two daughters. He also joined Via as a 
locomotive engineer in 2007. He started his career with CN in 1978. 

Robinson, of Cornwall Ont., was a new Via employee who was on board to observe as 
part of his familiarization program. 



He joined Via in Oct. 2011. He leaves behind a young daughter and son. 

A woman who answered the phone at Robinson's home asked for privacy and time to 
grieve, adding that the family is trying to cope. 

The Halton Regional Police service is conducting its own investigation to determine 
whether the train was brought down by vandalism or sabotage. "Our primary role is to 
deter-mine if anything criminal has taken place here," Sgt. Dave Cross said. 

Investigators with the Transportation Safety Board say they'll be looking at every 
possible factor in the accident, including speed, equipment and which of the three 
engineers was at the train's controls when it jumped the tracks. 

"We're going through step by step looking into every area that might have been causal in 
this," Tom Griffith, a senior TSB rail investigator, said Monday during a news 
conference at the accident site. "It's too soon for me to say right now what the cause was, 
but we will know." 

It's possible Robinson, a trainee, could have been behind the controls, but he would have 
been working under strict supervision, Griffith said. 

No criminal charges have been laid, the TSB's Griffith said, which is why the 
Transportation Safety Board has taken the lead in the investigation. 

In investigating speed, one factor to take into consideration is that the train must slow 
down before switching tracks, Griffith said. 

When switching tracks, trains on this stretch in Burlington must slow to 24 km/h from 
129 km/h. He would not speculate on whether the train failed to slow down, adding that 
information from the train's black box could answer that question. 

The Transportation Safety Board has recovered that box and has started downloading that 
information, Griffith said, but they "will have to go a little farther" to get the rest of the 
information because of the dam-age done to it during the crash. 

A law office that successfully led a class-action lawsuit against Via Rail and CN after a 
1999 crash has been contacted by a number of injured passengers. 
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