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A derailment of about 20 cars of a 116-car train happened Sunday afternoon near Port 
Hope. One empty car in the derailed chain caught fire and burned for about an hour. 
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A “significant” derailment of a CN Rail freight train en route to Toronto forced families 
in 20 houses to flee and shut down a major passenger rail corridor. 

The Montreal-Ottawa-Toronto Via Rail lines will remain closed through the end of 
Monday, with buses in their place, communications director Catherine Kaloutsky said 
Sunday evening. 

The derailment of about 20 cars of the 116-car train happened at 12:20 p.m. on Sunday, 
three kilometres east of Port Hope, CN Rail communications director Jim Feeny said. 

“These are rare,” he said of the accident. “This is a main track derailment, something 
significant.” 



Some of the derailed cars “do contain dangerous goods, fuel and propane,” he said. There 
were no crew members or people nearby injured, he said. 

According to Feeny, spilled fuel was contained by late Sunday afternoon, and the 
company will install containment booms as a precaution. 

Families around County Road 2 in the “very rural area” had been moved away from 
potential “blast areas,” said Port Hope Police Sgt. Peter Thivierge. 

One empty car in the derailed chain caught fire and burned for about an hour, Ontario 
Provincial Police Const. Chris Dewsbury said. 

“The fire was contained to just the car itself. It didn’t pose any hazardous concerns.” 

People moved out of the area won’t be allowed back for at least 24 hours, he said. 

Hamilton Township, where the derailment occurred, issued a red alert through 
Emergency Management Ontario to tell people to “immediately leave” in a 1.6 kilometre 
square area south of Highway 401 bounded by Ward St., Lake Ontario, Hamilton Rd. and 
Theatre Rd. S. 

“Quickly select basic clothing, medication, toiletry supplies and other essentials for 
several days absence,” the alert advised. “Take your pets with you. Do not pick up family 
from school, daycares and hospitals or nursing homes.” 

CN Rail sent a hazardous material unit from Toronto to the scene. 

A red alert means there is “a major risk to health, safety and security,” said EMO 
spokesman Stuart McGetrick. “We don’t have an end time.” 

“There is a protocol based on the contents” to evacuate, said Thivierge. “It’s a minor 
evacuation because it’s not a very populated area.” 

Through Sunday and Monday, rail travellers with reservations will be taken by bus and 
no new bookings are being accepted. 

Via reserved passengers who wanted to rebook for another day could do so without 
penalty, Kaloutsky said. 

The cause of the derailment, on a sunny crisp Sunday afternoon, remained “a good 
question,” said Thivierge. “CN Rail is investigating” and the Canadian Transportation 
Safety Board was involved. 

“Over the last several years, we have worked hard to reduce the frequency and severity” 
of main track derailments, Feeny said. “We have made good progress.” 



Sunday’s was the fifth major track derailment this year in CN’s eastern region, which 
stretches from Halifax to Winnipeg, Feeny said. In 2010, there were 15 major track 
derailments in the region. 

The derailed cars were “about a third of the way back” on the train, which was carrying 
mixed cargo from Montreal to Toronto. “There were a lot of empty cars.” 

A CP Rail derailment in January near Orillia forced the evacuation of an 80-metre area 
when 21 cars, some containing propane, jumped the track. 

Last October, 18 cars of a CN Rail freight train, six of them hauling hazardous chemicals 
such as ammonium nitrate, sulphuric acid and sodium cyanide, derailed near Cornwall. 
Nine kilograms of sodium cyanide briquettes spilled out of the wrecked cars. 

In 1979, a CP Rail freight train caught fire, derailed and exploded in Mississauga. More 
than 200,000 people fled after several tank cars filled with propane burst into flames. 
Ruptures in other tankers spilled styrene, toluene, propane, caustic soda and chlorine onto 
the tracks and into the air. 
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