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Residents’ railyard fight not over

A resident who lives in the Bretona area south of Sherwood

Park says railyard construction didn’t follow federal laws

Posted 7 hours ago

The deed was done, and the railyard was built, but Strathcona County residents aren't giving up just yet, as

they're now seeing the definitive effects of having a railyard as their new neighbour.

John Kristensen, who's property borders the CN railyard, said he's disappointed that the community's lobbying

didn't have an effect, even though former Ward 6 councillor Alan Dunn publicly stated the building of the railyard

was an abomination.

However,  Kristensen said  surrounding residents  aren't  willing  to  give  up,  as the railyard  has  caused many

problems for them.

"We've got  a  petition  signed in the community  (from residents)  who can either  see the railyard,  or,  from a

subjective perspective, who we think can hear it," he said.

The yard, built to hold 225 cars, is approximately halfway full and problems have already become clear to the

surrounding areas, he added.

One of the main things he mentioned was that, according to people he's spoken with, Kristensen's property

values have plummeted as a result of the industrial construction, as have those of the residents in the area.

"We're retired, and we were thinking of moving sometime to downsize somewhere, but now with this property

devaluation, we just can't afford to leave anymore, so we need to stay here, and we're going to continue fighting

the operation," Kristensen said.

He added that the rail site is an eye-sore for the community.

"We're all used to seeing things develop around us, but when you live in an agricultural area like we do, we're

used to seeing the natural environment,  and a pond, and our two natural  wildlife conservation areas here,"

Kristensen said. "So this industrial railyard is just really ugly, to be quite blunt. You can describe it any way you

want, but it's just an ugly industrial facility that doesn't belong here."

Noise levels are also of concern for Kristensen, who said he constantly hears noise from the railyard.

"There's a knuckle buckling between every two cars, and you multiply that by, let's say, 30 cars, and that's just

bang, bang, bang," Kristensen said. "That's (not) a real pleasant sound. It's just very annoying. They do things

like they come and keep the switch cleared of snow, because they can't have those things freezing up, or that

would be dangerous, so they come out with these backpack snow blowers that are just about as loud as a

locomotive, if you can believe it."

Kristensen said the county government has contradicted itself by saying they could not help because the railyard

was  outside  the  county  jurisdiction,  but  he  said  they  provided construction permits,  temporary  road-control

permits,  and,  among  other  licences,  noise  permits,  allowing  the  railyard  to  exceed  the  noise  bylaw  limits

established by the county.

"They really had no authority (to hand out those permits)," Kristensen said. "These things, both operationally and

construction-wise, fall under federal jurisdiction. The County of Strathcona, at the staff level, decided to ignore

that, and go ahead and help these guys, and helped them get it built in a hurry. We found out (at the beginning of

construction in the spring) by accident, and it's a nightmare."

On Kristensen's website opposing the railyard, www.railroaded.ca, he said that CN has a policy of a minimum of

300m between the railyards and residential homes, which is intended to address acoustic issues, and ensure an

acceptable living environment.

However,  according to Kristensen, his  neighbour's house is only 68m from the railyard  property,  and his  is

approximately 163m from the yard.

He has also posted letters he has sent to provincial ministers, and to Prime Minister Stephen Harper, from whom

he has not yet received a response.

It is added that federal legislation was breached in many ways, including not giving neighbouring landowners
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notice of the building of the railyard, or an opportunity for objections to the project.

Kristensen also alleged that no approval of the railyard was provided by the Canadian Transportation Agency,

and that, prior to construction, no environmental assessments were conducted.

He said that, although no investigation into the complaints has been launched, he will not back down.

"Maybe I'm naively optimistic, but we're not going to let this go," Kristensen said. "Is something going to happen? I

think something will happen over some period of time, but based on the fact that we haven't had much help from

anybody, or had anybody willing to assume responsibility so far, and the thing is already built, it suggests to us

that we could be at this for a while, but we're in this for the long haul.

"These folks moved into our community. They don't belong here. They didn't tell us what they were doing, gave

us no opportunity to object, and nobody should be able to do that. It's unheard of in a country like Canada. We're

going to continue, because we know we're right, and we know they're wrong."

ben@sherwoodparknews.com,

twitter.com/Ben_Proulx
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