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                  October 14, 2010 
 
Mr. Dave Collyer 
President, Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers 
2100,  350 – 7 Avenue SW 
Calgary, AB 
T2P 3N9 
 
Dear Mr. Collyer: 
 
Re: Imperial Oil Petroleum Tank Rail Car Storage 
 
We are aware that the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) works hard to help improve 
the public image of the energy sector, which is currently suffering to some extent due to numerous 
recent petroleum spills, ducks in tailings ponds, and general public attention being paid to other 
negative impacts of PNG exploration, development and transport in North America. We are also aware 
that Imperial Oil is a Producer Member of CAPP. It is with these two facts in mind that we contact you. 
 
Imperial Oil has a contract with Cando Contracting Ltd. to store 225 of its petroleum tank cars at a rail 
yard currently under construction on CN right-of-way at the old Bretona Railway Station site in the 
County of Strathcona about 1km east of the Edmonton City limits (see attached map). This site is located 
less than 165m from two homes, less than 30m from two protected wildlife conservation areas, and 
near an elementary school and 27-hole golf course. A worse site could not have been selected for a rail 
yard. Rail yards are industrial facilities and belong in industrial areas – not in agricultural, conservation 
and recreational areas such as our community. 
 
We have clearly expressed our opposition regarding construction of this rail yard to our federal, 
provincial and municipal governments.  For example, please refer to an attached copy of our July 21, 
2010 letter of formal objection to the federal government. We have also clearly outlined reasons for our 
opposition to Imperial Oil (see attached copy of our August 5, 2010 letter to the Imperial Oil President 
and CEO). 
 
In summary, residents of the Bretona Community in southwest Strathcona County are opposed to 
construction of this rail yard for health, safety, environmental, noise , aesthetic, quality of life and 
property devaluation reasons. Please refer to our attached fact sheet for details of these impacts. 
 
As this matter continues to receive more media attention, it will certainly not enhance the public image 
of Imperial Oil nor the energy sector in general. 



 2 

We request that CAPP encourage Imperial Oil, one of its Producer Members, to reconsider its 
participation in this ill-conceived rail yard. An Imperial Oil representative suggested to me on September 
30, 2010 that because they are not actually building the rail yard, they are not really involved with its 
siting. This of course is not a particularly sound argument, considering that this rail yard would not be 
built were it not for the fact that Imperial Oil wishes to store the 225 petroleum tank cars that it owns. 
Hence, Imperial Oil is a partner in this project. 
 
You may wish to visit our www.Railroaded.ca website for more information on this issue. The website 
contains: a blog, fact sheets, news, photos, relevant legislation, links, and more. 
 
We would very much appreciate receiving your views on this matter. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
John & Sharon Kristensen 
 
www.Railroaded.ca 
john@railroaded.ca 
 
 
cc: Leon Benoit, MP Vegreville-Wainwright 
 Dave Quest, MLA Strathcona 
 Alan Dunn, Ward 6 Councillor, Strathcona County   
 
Att: Map of Rail Yard 
 Letter to Imperial Oil 
 Letter to Federal Government 
 Railroaded Fact Sheet #3        
 
             
 


