
Mr. Leon Benoit 
Member of Parliament 
Vegreville-Wainwright 
Box 300 
Mannville, AB   T0B 2W0 
Via e-mail 
 
November 7, 2010 
 
Dear Mr. Benoit: 
 
Re: Rail Yard in Bretona Community, County of Strathcona 
 
Thank you for your October 28, 2010 letter in which you indicate that "....the 
current situation does not fall under federal jurisdiction." You further suggest that 
I take the federal government to court on this matter if I believe the federal 
government has jurisdictional authority and responsibility in this instance. 
 
I find it odd that my MP would suggest I take the federal government to court. 
Why should a citizen of Canada take the government to court in order to get that 
government to enforce legislation it is responsible for? I would argue that the ball 
is in the federal government's "court" so to speak, to prove to me that it is not 
responsible for enforcing its legislation with respect to Cando Contracting Ltd., 
CN and Imperial Oil. Our July 21, 2010 letter to Ministers Baird, Merrifield and 
Prentice detail the many breaches of federal legislation we have been able to 
identify to date. None of these matters has yet to be addressed by the federal 
government. 
 
Several of the more pertinent facts that make it clear that Cando Contracting is 
indeed under the purview of the federal government (the Canadian 
Transportation Agency [CTA]) are: 

• Cando Contracting is a full-service railway company located in Canada. 
• Railway and rail yard matters fall under the jurisdictional responsibility of 

the federal government. 
• Our situation involves the construction and operation of a rail yard....not a 

railway line; hence, neither Cando nor CN is exempt from CTA approval 
with respect to this rail yard. 

Rather than argue that the federal government has no responsibility in this 
matter, we would appreciate if you would support your constituents in 
southwest Strathcona County by pressing the federal departments to 
enforce legislation for which they are responsible. All of the residents in our 
community who can either see or hear the rail yard have signed a petition 
opposing construction and operation of this rail yard. 
 



To reiterate, this rail yard could not possibly have been constructed in a worse 
location!! We look forward to your support. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
John Kristensen 


