
 

 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT IN THE BRETONA AREA 
 
 

The Project 
  

 
Cando Contracting Ltd., CN and Imperial Oil are storing 225 petroleum tank cars in their newly-

constructed rail yard right next to 2 protected wildlife conservation areas in the Bretona Community.      
 
 

Facts 
  

 

The Bretona Community is situated within the western edge of the Cooking Lake Moraine and Beaver 

Hills. This area contains many waterbodies and has been referred to as the Prairie Parkland “Duck 

Factory” because so many ducks and other waterfowl breed, nest, rear their broods here and stop over 

during spring and fall migration (Kristensen 1993a). Nowhere else in Alberta, except the Peace-

Athabasca Delta and Hay-Zama Lakes area, contains such a large block of high-quality waterfowl 

habitat (Kemper 1976). 

 

Some of the waterbodies and natural spaces in this area that are important habitat for many species of 

birds, mammals, amphibians and others, and that are negatively impacted by the 225-car rail yard, 

include: Bretona Pond, Bretona Pond Buck-for-Wildlife Area, Bretona ConservAction Area and Mill Creek. 

 

Bretona Pond and the surrounding lowland, located less than 30m from the rail yard property, is a 

popular wetland for hundreds of birdwatchers and natural historians annually (Kristensen 1993b). 

Significant research has been conducted at Bretona Pond and area. Green and Koski (1984) 

recommended the establishment of a Buck-for-Wildlife project at this site. In 1985, the Alberta 

Government and Strathcona County entered into a joint Buck-for-Wildlife project and established 

interpretive facilities at Bretona Pond (Kristensen 1990). The pond was identified as having “good 

opportunities for wildlife viewing and wetland interpretation” (Westworth and Knapik 1987) and as 

critical wetland habitat (Griffiths 1987). As a result, the Strathcona County Recreation and Parks 

Outdoor Master Plan (1987) listed Bretona Pond as a significant natural feature, primarily as a 

productive wetland for nesting, moulting, staging and migrating waterfowl.  

 

In 1989, Strathcona County and the Alberta Government further recognized the ecological significance 

of the Bretona area by designating the Bretona ConservAction Area just south of Bretona Pond 

(Kristensen 1990). This area, located less than 30m from the rail yard property, is a private land 

conservancy initiative by the Kristensen family which purchased this property in 1987 for purposes of 

protecting and developing the 100 acres for the conservation of vegetation and wildlife.  

 

Several hundred plant species, 3 fish species, 3 amphibian species, 182 bird species and 26 mammal 

species have been recorded at Bretona Pond and the Bretona ConservAction Area (Kristensen 1981, 

1982, 1993a, 1997, 1998, 2010; Kristensen and Kristensen 1997, 1998, 2003; Kristensen et al. 1997, 

1998, 1999). A few of the more interesting bird species are: eared grebe, American white pelican, 

tundra swan, trumpeter swan, snow goose, ruddy duck, Barrow’s goldeneye, bald eagle, peregrine 

falcon (species at risk), great blue heron, sandhill crane, American avocet, Wilson’s phalarope, and 

short-eared owl (species of special concern). Mammals include moose, white-tailed deer, mule deer and 

red fox. Tiger salamanders, wood frogs and boreal chorus frogs are common amphibians in the area. 
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